
Extended Outdoor Living 
 
Why should I prepare for extended outdoor living? 
 

1. If you were prepared to live outside for a long period of time, you would be prepared for just 
about anything. 

 
2. It has recently happened and is currently happening to people today:  i.e., people in New Orleans 

(Hurricane Katrina), people in Haiti (earthquake), people in many cities in the United States 
(economic reasons). 

 
3. It could happen to us – earthquake or other natural disaster, EMP (ElectroMagnetic Pulse), 

economic, societal breakdown.  We could be in our homes without power, water, sewer, or 
relocate to another place. 

 
4. Another possibility – What do these examples from the scriptures and the past have in common:  

Noah and family, Abraham, Lot and family, Joseph and Mary with the baby Jesus, Early saints in 
Jerusalem in 70 AD, Lehi and family, King Mosiah and his people, Alma the elder and his 
followers, Anti-Nephi Lehi’s, The humble people in the city of Ammonihah, Jaredites, Early Saints 
in this dispensation 

 
These righteous people were all led to a place of safety before destruction.   

 
Many difficult and terrible events have been prophesied in scriptures in the last days.  These 
events will cleanse the wicked from the Earth and will purify the righteous in preparation for the 
Savior’s return. 

 
Is there any possibility that this pattern could be repeated again in these last days?  That the Lord 
would lead the righteous to a place of relative safety while the cleansing is taking place as he has 
done in the past?  Scriptures and words of the Prophets suggest that it could happen.  Here are a 
few of many: 

 
SCRIPTURES 
 
Joel 2:30-32 
  30 And I will shew awonders in the bheavens and in the earth, blood, and cfire, and pillars of smoke. 
  31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into ablood, before the great and the terrible 
bday of the Lord come. 
  32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall acall on the name of bthe Lord shall be cdelivered: for 
in dmount eZion and in fJerusalem shall be gdeliverance, as the Lord hath said, and in the hremnant whom 
the Lord shall icall. 
 
D&C 133 
  4 Wherefore, prepare ye, prepare ye, O my people; sanctify yourselves; gather ye together, O ye 
people of my church, upon the land of Zion, all you that have not been commanded to atarry. 
  5 Go ye out from aBabylon. Be ye bclean that bear the vessels of the Lord. 
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   7 Yea, verily I say unto you again, the time has come when the voice of the Lord is unto you: Go ye out 
of Babylon; agather ye out from among the nations, from the bfour winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 
  11 aWatch, therefore, for ye bknow neither the day nor the hour. 
  12 Let them, therefore, who are aamong the Gentiles flee unto bZion. 
  13 And let them who be of aJudah flee unto bJerusalem, unto the cmountains of the Lord’s dhouse. 
  14 Go ye aout from among the nations, even from bBabylon, from the midst of cwickedness, which is 
spiritual Babylon. 
  15 But verily, thus saith the Lord, let not your flight be in ahaste, but let all things be prepared before 
you; and he that goeth, let him bnot look back lest sudden destruction shall come upon him. 
 
 
WORDS OF THE PROPHETS 
 
Harold B. Lee Conference Report, April 1948 
 

“Thus, clearly, the Lord has placed the responsibility for directing the work of gathering in the hands 
of the leaders of the Church to whom he will reveal his will where and when such gatherings would 
take place in the future. 

 
It would be well—before the frightening events concerning the fulfillment of all God's promises and 
predictions are upon us, that the Saints in every land prepare themselves and look forward to the 
instruction that shall come to them from the First Presidency of this Church as to where they shall be 
gathered and not be disturbed in their feelings until such instruction is given to them as it is revealed 
by the Lord to the proper authority.” 

 
 
The Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, Section Two, p. 71 
 

“…for without Zion, and a place of deliverance, we must fall; because the time is near when the sun 
will be darkened, and the moon turn to blood, and the stars fall from the heaven, and the earth reel 
to and fro. Then, if this is the case, and if we are not sanctified and gathered to the places God has 
appointed, with all our former professions and our great love for the Bible, we must fall; we cannot 
stand; we cannot be saved; for God will gather out his Saints from the Gentiles, and then comes 
desolation and destruction, and none can escape except the pure in heart who are gathered.” 

 
These are just a few examples.  If we were able to be taken to a place of safety and were protected from 
the majority of the destruction, wouldn’t it be a blessing?!    
 
The most important question:  Are we spiritually prepared?  Are we Pure in Heart?   For physical 
preparation, the most important thing is follow the counsel of the prophet – All is Safely Gathered In.   
The pamphlet states:  “[Heavenly Father] has lovingly commanded us to prepare every needful thing.”   
 
Each of us should prayerfully consider all the things that our families may need, understand the 
principles of preparedness, and do what we can within our budgets.   
 

THERE IS PEACE IN PREPAREDNESS! 
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