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The Original SunCatcher

The  SunCatcher creates a warm 

environment during the day but 

provides little protection at night. 

The temperature inside the hoop 

house quickly drops to the outside 

temperature.

Floating row cover comes in a 

variety of weights and can 

provide 5 – 8 degrees of 

protection. It also allows light and 

water to pass through the cloth.



January 30th

Basic structure for the hoop-house 

is PVC pipe and the SunCatcher 

Kit to keep uniformity with the 

hoops and fasten down the plastic 

sheeting.

Set up the high tunnel the soil in 

the boxes was frozen solid, By 

February 7th the temperature of 

the soil was above 40 degrees at 

the coldest part of the day.



February 17th

Eliot Coleman is the author of 

―Winter Harvest Handbook‖ and 

―Four-Season Harvest‖. I have 

followed many of his techniques in 

my efforts. His farm is located in 

Harborside, Maine.

Direct seeded greens came up in 

just over a week( bottom of 

picture. Transplants give a head 

start and make plant spacing 

simple.



March 5th

The Second SunCatcher 

collapsed under a very heavy 

snow. After sweeping  the snow 

off, the SunCatcher popped back 

up and everything inside was just 

fine.

On March 13th we had our first salad, 

what a treat. I am still not needing to 

provide any regular watering. I have 

sprayed with a garden hose once or 

twice.



April 4th

Easter Morning, fresh snow on the ground, 

the fox entered our yard from the river side, 

went and peeked at the chickens and 

walked around the garden. Today all the 

chickens were safe but who knows what 

tomorrow will bring.

Radishes picked on April 4th, 

started harvesting radishes about 

10 days ago. The flavor is much 

better than in the heat of the 

summer. 



April 20th

A couple of varieties of 

beets

Hakurei Turnips were a great 

addition for both greens and roots

Baby carrots should be 

ready in two weeks or so

Greens are still producing well. Plenty of 

greens to feed several families daily.



May 1st



May 23rd

We tried several types of 

carrots, Jim our neighbor kept 

coming back for more they were 

the sweetest carrots he 

remembered (Napoli, Mokum 

and  Nantes)

The beet greens were perfect 

not a single bug bite or leaf 

miner trail. The cool weather 

certainly kept the bugs away 

and the vegetables thrived.



June 23rd 

6/5 It feels like we are starting 

over. Most all of the crops that 

were planted in the high 

tunnels are finished. 

6/8 Broccoli, cabbage and cauliflower 

are coming on well. I transplanted April 

16th. Used wires hoops and row cover

6/23 it has been a cool month in June. 

We had a frost as late as last week. We 

are finishing up the broccoli, cauliflower 

and cabbage.



Tomatoes

Variety

Days to 

Maturity

Typ

e

Tomato - Black Krim   10 80 I

Tomato - Beefsteak    16 75 I

Tomato - Brandywine  78 I

Tomato - Celebrity        1 72 D

Tomato - Carolina Gold 71 D

Tomato - Delicious       6 77 I

Tomato - Beefmaster   8 80 I

Tomato - Green Zebra 78 D

Tomato - Lemon Boy   12 72 I

Tomato - Yellow Pear 70 I

Tomato - Principe Borghese 78 D

Tomato - Cold Set 65 D

Tomato - Royal Chico Roma 72 D

Tomato - Polish Linguisa   14 73 I

Tomato - Sub Artic Plenty  42 D

Tomato - Stupice           7 55 I

Tomato - Amish Paste 74 I

Tomato - Riesentraube 80 I

Tomato– Sunsugar        18 62 I

Tomato—Early Girl— 2 52 I

7/31 The cherry tomatoes are the only 

ones producing. I have been pollinating 

the flowers with a paint brush. We are 

now getting a good crop of cucumbers. 

Heat loving crops can be given a head 

start in the tunnels. 



August 10th

8/15 The tomatoes and cucumbers are in full production along with the 

beans, eggplants are producing well. A cool May and June set back the heat 

loving crops. I need to keep the high tunnel in place longer. The broccoli, 

cauliflower and cabbage transplants are doing well in the back box along the 

fence and the Artichokes are producing well but no one is eating them. It is 

time to start getting ready for the fall and winter garden.



October

10/4 I set up the SunCatcher on Saturday, it seems to be holding 

up quite well. I planted the SunCatcher with our fall crops I should 

have planted 3 - 4 weeks earlier. The Arugula that I planted the end 

of August is fully mature and doing very well. The radishes are 

completely finished. 

10/10 Still we have not had our first frost. The tomatoes are still 

producing yet not as heavy as earlier in the season



November 

11/8 It has been a very warm fall, I am still harvesting Arugula, Mizuna, 

cabbage, broccoli and cauliflower out of the garden. The High Tunnel has 

held up well so far, through a storm or two. I ate a few of the radishes 

yesterday. The icicle radishes were very mild. Getting the timing right for 

starting the winter and fall vegetables is very important. It will take some 

experimenting.



January

1/21 I  started planning for my crop rotation for spring, summer and fall. The 

high tunnel is set up on box 5 and 6. I will set up a SunCatcher on box 5 to 

give the early potatoes a head start.



Updated Tunnel with Door
Materials High Tunnel

•3 - SunCatcher = 24 ft of channels

•10 – 2ft rebar

•1 – box 1 ¾‖deck screws

•1 – box 3‖ deck screws

•1- Sheet 20 X 34 reinforced plastic

•5 – 20 ft 1‖ pvc pipe

•8 – 20 ft ¾‖ pvc pipe

•15 – zip ties or nuts and bolts

The grow boxes are the anchor for 

the high tunnel. The door frame is 

tied into the box, cross braces tie 

in the hoops. The doors provides 

structure and strength.



Building a the Door

Materials Door (2)

•8 – 8 ft 2x4 lumber (frame)

•6 – 8ft 1x3 lumber  (door)

•4 – hinges

•4 – bolt locks

•2 - handles

Not only does the door provide 

easy access it is also a main 

structural feature. I do like the 

fact that we use a single sheet of 

plastic. 



Summary
Hoop-houses and High Tunnels are being used by 

market gardeners across the globe, but are still not a 

fixture in the backyard garden . With a little ingenuity and 

work one can take advantage of a temporary structure to 

significantly lengthen the season and produce more  and 

better crops.

Before the ALDF we have harvested greens, radishes, 

turnips, beets and potatoes. We have also got a head 

start for our tomatoes, cucumbers and herbs.

In addition this year we ate fresh greens, turnips, beets 

and carrots year round.


